




In 1980, Ricky P. Carstensen founded 

Carstensen Contracting, Inc. in Pipestone, 

Minnesota. Carstensen’s goal was to create 

a company that would set the industry 

standard—a company by which others 

would measure themselves.

CCI got its start in concrete paving, and 

soon added a full range of services including 

general contracting, underground, and site 

preparation. CCI has grown in expertise as 

well as in the size and scope of projects. 

Along the way, we’ve carefully built a 

reputation for safety, quality, integrity and 

innovative thinking. 

The development and expansion of our 

company laid the groundwork for our 

entry into wind power in 1998. Today, CCI 

is positioned to meet and anticipate the 

emerging needs of the wind energy industry 

heading into the future.

Passion is the fuel that drives us. We 

recognize our employees as talented and 

valued team members, and we empower 

them to contribute ideas, discover new 

solutions and share in the responsibility to 

keep each other safe.

Our story

We start with what’s possible and build from 

there. We begin by thinking through every 

angle, every detail, every possible scenario. 

We also know that the most important things 

we build are relationships. Finishing projects 

when promised and overcoming challenges 

that arise during construction have given us 

the reputation as a company that has risen 

to a new level of thinking.

Solutions for what’s next

Wind Power Site PreparationConcreteGeneral Contracting Underground



We’ve built our reputation  
from the ground up

A seasoned leader in the construction 
industry, CCI brings an intense attention to 
detail to every wind power project. With our 
solid background in general contracting, 
concrete paving, and site preparation, 
we’ve carefully built a reputation for safety, 
innovative thinking and quality. 

You could say we’ve built our reputation 
from the ground up. With almost three 
decades of experience in the art of concrete 
work, our team of professionals understands 
its complexities. By utilizing proprietary 
delivery methods and a new level of 
thinking, we provide solutions that reflect the 
utmost in quality, efficiency and the use of 
the latest technologies.

We work hard to develop long-lasting 
relationships. Each customer receives 
our full attention, regardless of size or 
complexity of the project. After a project is 
completed, our customers tell us that even 
property owners are impressed by the care 
and respect with which we treated their land.

Whether dealing with unpredictable 
weather, difficult terrain or the complexity of 
coordinating with government agencies, CCI 
develops a strategy that leads to the very 
best result. 

The bottom line? Our reputation is only as 
strong as your opinion, and we work to earn 
your respect every day.

“Carstensen Contracting erected  2.1 mega watt 
turbines on our land near Buffalo, Oklahoma. 
All construction was performed in a very 
professional manner. I would highly 
recommend this firm.”        

Don Adams, Land Owner
Buffalo Bear Wind Farm

“Carstensen Contracting, Inc. constructed our 
West Pipestone wind farm in 2004.  They were 
an excellent team to work with, communicating 
with us every step of the way. Thanks to their 
expertise, Carstensen’s team completed the 
project on time and within budget.”  

Jacob M. Stahl, Owner/Manager
West Pipestone Wind Farm

“I worked with Carstensen Contracting, 
Inc. on a wind project in Spanish Fork, Utah. 
I was very pleased with their professionalism 
and promptness when it came to getting the 
job completed. They were always willing to go 
the extra mile to ensure everything flowed 
smoothly on the job site. CCI’s communication 
and attention to detail with Suzlon enabled us to 
turn over the product in a timely manner to our 
customer.  I look forward to working alongside 
of the Carstensen crew again.”

Chris Erikson 
Suzlon Wind Energy



Solutions across a  
changing landscape

Comprehensive wind energy services
   • General contracting
   • Foundation design and construction
   • Civil design and construction 
   • Tower and turbine installation
   • Electrical design and installation 
	 including collection systems, 
	 substations, interconnections and 
	 communication systems
   • Building design and construction

Roles
   • Engineer-Procure-Construct (EPC)
   • Balance of Plant (BOP)
   • BOP-Civil

CCI offers full-service design and 
construction for wind power projects. But we 
know one size does not fit all.

We begin by immersing ourselves in your 
project, learning everything we can about 
your needs, wants and expectations. 
CCI professionals work closely with you 
exploring “what if ”  questions about budgets, 
scheduling, site, materials and design 
options. Our goal is to avoid costly surprises 
and achieve desired results, while staying 
on schedule and within budget. 

CCI has the capability to serve as general 
contractor for your project anywhere in the 
continental U.S. You’ll find our expertise, 
depth of experience and innovative thinking 
a breath of fresh air.



Keeping safety in sharp focus

You could say we’re obsessed about safety. 
Safety is our highest priority, and that’s 
where our almost 30 years of experience 
and expertise really shows.  

We believe that every employee is entitled 
to a safe workplace. And at CCI, we ratchet 
up our training and preventative measures 
even higher than industry standards. Wind 
power worksite hazards—such as changing 
weather, challenging terrain and the massive 
scale of wind turbine components—pose 
safety concerns. We work tirelessly to 
anticipate those risks and are constantly 
looking for ways to improve procedures.

Our customers appreciate the extra attention 
to worksite safety, and our excellent 
record reflects the care we take on every 
project. The Carstensen Safety Program 
encompasses comprehensive training, 
prevention and maintenance, plus constant, 
careful analysis. Our safety philosophy 
creates an environment of empowerment, 
so that every employee, every subcontractor 
and anyone else at our work site has the 
authority – and indeed, the responsibility – 
to identify safety concerns. Safety is that 
important.

Let our concern for safety provide you with 
assurance, confidence and peace of mind 
throughout your project.

“I would like to commend Carstensen Contracting, 
Inc. for the outstanding team they put together for 
their wind division. The team is a reflection of the 
safety culture instilled in the company and how 
the team has adopted the premises of “safety 
is everyone’s responsibility. The Carstensen 
commitment to thinking beyond federal regulatory 
guidance and their implementation of state-of-the-
art concepts for safety are refreshing to see in the 
fast-paced wind energy industry.” 

Fred Schillreff, Director of Training and Education
SynTech Safety Solutions



L o o k i n g  t o  t h e  h o r i z o n

Today, CCI is fully energized for any wind 

power project in the continental U.S. We’re 

well-positioned to address the emerging 

needs of wind energy in the 21st century 

and ready to tackle the opportunities and the 

challenges.

More than a decade ago, CCI entered 

the wind power industry. Applying the 

Carstensen philosophy of vision before 

motion, we learned all we could about 

this emerging industry, and then applied 

our experience in general contracting and 

concrete paving. Over time, we’ve continued 

to take on more and more complex projects. 

We’ve developed innovative solutions for 

challenging sites, customizing operations 

to work around rugged terrain, soft soils, 

thick rock ledges and rivers. We’ve moved 

cranes across steep elevations, and devised 

creative ways to bring materials in and 

out of remote sites. We’ve worked under 

tight deadlines and improved roadways to 

accommodate heavy and long loads. And 

we’ve learned how to work with weather 

conditions, rather than around them. 

We’ve prepared for the future by building 

an organization with integrity and a talented 

team of professionals, empowered to be 

innovators and problem-solvers. We’ve 

prepared by building a solid reputation as a 

company seriously focused on safety. And 

we’ve prepared by building relationships – 

with employees, subcontractors, land 

owners,  others, and, most importantly, 

with our customers.

And so we encourage you to explore CCI’s 

new level of thinking. We’ll bring your vision 

into a powerful reality.



Carstensen Contracting, Inc.
1507 7th Street SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164
507-825-2026
carstensencontracting.com

Mission

To deliver the best construction value.




